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VOL. I, 
NS ae ee Ee ae me 
Tn ee eg ee MORAI a ee ~~ | things beyond our reach, which leaves us con- 
‘ ane ° tinually in the uncertainty of conjecture, or in- 
es us, int verplexity of doubt. 
FOR THE MAGAZINE, volves a > he perplexi ; f doubt , 
aie W hat is man, was a question proposed by the 
FUNERAL SERMON, author of our text; and ‘Lo scive this ques- 
The followine di taliwered of Attlobets' tion in the severatrelations and circumstances, 
ne folic wing eisccurse was aeivere av ¢ ) 


Mass. by the Rev. Richard Carrique, at the interment 
of one of his parishoners, whose death was occasioned 
by INSANITY. 

* [ will praise thee, for Tam fearfully and won- 
derfuily made.’ —Pesaim cxxxix, 14. 

Davin in'this Psalm sets forth the perfections 
of the divine nature, the omniscience and omnip- 
otence of the eternal God, the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. That the omniscient and 
nil-seeing eye of Jehovah, penetrates the vast 
immensity of space, and behoideth all things, is 
adtroth which bas readily beep admitted by all 
who believe in the existence of a God. 

"Thos the Pslamist expresses himself, ‘O Lord 
thou hast searched me, and knowns me, thon 
kpowest my down silling and my aprising—theu | 
understandest my thoughts afar off; thou com-| 
passest my path and my lying down, and art ac- 
quainted with all mv wavs; thea bast beset me 
behind and before, and iaid thine hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wondertul for me; it ts 
high, 
bias 


God. who knew every word that fell irom hi 


cannot attaim tt.’ 
ine thus illustrated the omniscierce of 


ne—he next proceeds to show that God i 


and up- 


tone 
every where present, tlimg all space, 
heiding atl his creatures; hence he savs, * whi- 
ther shall Il go from thy spirit, 


] flee from thy presence— lL ascend into heay- 


or whither shali 


wisdom, and its fruits are peace. 


and behold the curious arrangement of the blood 
vessels, running in every direction to, and from 
the extremities of the body, and all centering 
at the heart the seat of life; could we see the 
steady throws and regular circulation of the an- 
imal fluid filling every vessel. giving vibration 
to the heart, and motion to the pulse, by which 
ithe degree of health and state of the frame is 
understood and known; were we to examine 
the muscles as they wind and encircle the bones, 
here the fibres uniting and entwining in solid 
bodies giving strength, and there carelessly 
moving along giving the elastic spring ; could 





from the brain and spread over all the bo 
dy, conveying np the little channelsthey form, 
the animal spirit which produces sensations the 
power of feeling and of motion; were we to 
view with care the wonderiul texture of the 
eye, by which we clearly behold surrounding 
ohiects, trace the page of civil history, and the 
precions volume of redee mine grace; or un- 
lorstand the mechanism of the ear, by which 
we can distinguish the nicest sounds, listening 
to the endearing voice of friendship, or catch 
the sofi melodious music, that gently drops from 
the lips of sincere and faithful affection, we 





en thou art there. if I take the wings of the | 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there shall thine hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shali uphold me ; if | say, surely | 
the darkness shall cover me. even the night 
shall be light about me; yea the darkness hid- 
eth not from thee, but the night shineth as the 
day: the darkness and the light are both alike 
io thee.” 

From these exalted views of the nature and 
character of the all-wise Creator; the Psalmist 
seems to drop into himsel!. and into a contem- 
plation of the human frame. as being formed by 
ihe hand of omnipotence, while ail the members 
of the body, with all their powers, were fully 
seen by the omniscient eye, while yet they sleep 
in the earth. 

David gives a very laconic description of the 
buman frame in the text; * lam feartully and 
wonderfully made.” 

An illustration of which will occupy our at- 
tention on this day of melancholy and heart-felt 
sorrow. 

Who is there among the children of men, that 
has any knowledge of the structure of the hu- 
man frame, of its various parts and powers, that 
is not ready to say we are wonderfully made. — 
But alas, few of us, pay much attention to this | 
study; we are but little acquainted with our- 
selves, the mechanic arrangement of the human 
frame, the organic or mental powers, the intlu- | 
ence externa! objects has upon our feelings or | 
passions; leaving the study of man, we aspire to, 


should find increasing testimonies of the power 


‘and wisdom of the eternal God—we should find 
ample evidences of the existence of adivine be- 


ing, that must spread the blush of shame over 


‘the face of infidelity, and teach us we are won- 


derfully nade. 
Man is formed for agility and strength. There 
he trips lightly over the enameled mead, or 


‘swiftly bounds across the plain; here in playful 


sport he skims over the bosom of the deep, and 
now in exercise of strength governs the furious 


stced, moves the heavy body, or hurls the pon- | 


derous weight. 
Man is wonderfully made, aad the wonder in- 
creases as we contemplate the powers of the 


. . . ' 
mind, and behold man as an intelligent being: 


capable of continually increasing in wisdom and 
knowledge. 

Is it possible for us to behold, without being 
struck with wonder and astonishment, the 
strength and energy of the human mind, by 
which man can accumulate and lay up the rich 
treasures of science, by which he can soar aloft 
amooug the heavenly bodies, class the stars ac- 
cording to their several magnitudes, give with 
accuracy the diameter and circumference of the 
several planets, measure their distance from 
»ach other, describe their revolution, and give 


‘the periods in which they are performed, mark 
‘the swift flight of the burning comet, and de- 


clare the rapidity of his journey. 
With admiration we behold that subtility of 


genius which would disarm the passing cload of life, the pleasures of society, and breathing the 


in the formation of body and mind, is the work of 


Could we minutely view the human frame, | 


‘and of mind, and still live 


NO, 38. 


its red shafis of lightning; that found the means 
of managing the frail barque on the trackless 
boisterous ocean, and directing the mariner to 
the desired haven A genius constantly dis- 
playing itself in ten thonsand varied ways. In 
the deep research of mechanical powersinvent- 
ing and bringing into action things unheard, un- 
| known before. 

In the wide field ofastronomy and philosophy, - 
bringing things to light which have long lain in 
darkness, unfolding to the understanding addi- 
tional evidences of the wisdom, power, good- 
|hess and glory of God. The mind of man is 
‘capable of forming the nicest judgment, of com- 
prehending the numerous events of past ages, 
and by a comparison of the past and present 
form some little idea of the future. Man pos- 
sesses a power and capacity to become learned 
in the science of piety, of brotherly affection, 
and true holiness, through the knowledge of 
God, and Jesus Christ whom God hath sent, and 
to enjoy eternal life through that faith produc- 


we discover the subtie nerves as they spring! ed in the mind by the evidence furnished in the 


system of nature and the volume of inspiration. 

** Man has a soul of vast desires,” which dis- 
dains to be confined by those cumbrous shackles 
of clay, and seeks her native element, leaving 
the trifling things of earth and time, she soars 

aloft to heaven her native clime; and when 
guided by reason and revelation, man obtains 
that knowledge of God and divine things, which 
furnishes ample employment for the powers of 
his mind, and the exercise of his affection, lead- 
ing him on in the path of duty to his God, his 
neighbour, and himself. The more learned he 
becomes, the more he is devoted to the service 
of his God. The more his affections move in 
the sunshine of divine benevolence, the more 
‘generous, the more charitable, aod just he is in 
all his action’. ‘The more he loves his God, the 
more independent he is in his sentiments, and 
| the more ready to sacrifice the popularity, the 
| praises, the flattery of men for the cause of God 
and of Truth. A noble, generous and enlight- 
ened mind will never stoop for the sake of emol- 
ument, nor to please men, deny the glory and 
beauty of the divine nature; which is infinite, 
‘eternal, and unbounded goodness ; nor attempt 
(to vetl in midnight darkness those evidences in 
/nature’s works, which demonstrate that God is 
|good, and declare his power and Godhead, 

But while we acknowledge that man is won- 
derfully made, we are also to remember that he 
is fearfully made. Yes my brethren, notwith- 
standing all the curious workmanship, and won- 
derous arrangement of the human frame, man is 
fearfully made. Though he may at one time 
traverse this globe, and expose himself to the 
different climates of the five zones. Though 
he may endure long abstinence of hunger and 
thirst; may withstand the chilling cold of the 
frigid, or the burning heat of the torrid zone; 
though he may wander over the scorching, 
trackless desert of Arabia, pining for the cool- 
ing beverage, or the wholesome nourishing food, 
enduring hardships unaccountable both of body 
Yet in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, amidst the luxories of 
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most salubrious air; some little fibre, trifling in! 
appearance,may be injured, and affect the whole | 
system ; a wound from a small ins#@et, a wound 
hardly perceptible to the eye, may disease the | 
whole body. An increased action, or too much! 
languor m the action of any part is felt through | 
the whole. Hence while we view the delicacy 
of the parts, the fineness of the threads inter- | 
woven through the whole, all necessary to be! No. I. 
kept in continnal harmony. we are surprised Rev. Sins,—As the subject of this address is ac- 
that so many strings should keep in tune so long. knowledged by yourselves to be of the greatest mo- 
Such is the immediate connection between the ment of any which ever interested the rational mind of 
body and the mind, that one is sensibly affected: man, you cannot think it strange, or unreasonabie, that 
with the other; we discover the nerves spring- | you should be sought unto, in a respectful manner, to 
ing from the brain and spreading their numer-  fayour any candid inquirer with whatever knowledge 
ous branches over all the body. producing the: you may have in possession concerning it. 
most acute sensibility; hence it may be truly. : 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
wwe 
TO THE REV. CLERGY, 
WHO HOLD FORTH TO THE PEOPLE THAT THE FATHER 
OF OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE ENDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN FAMILY. 


Ifa family belonging to any of your respective par- 


said, we are fearfully and wonderfully made > Ishes had several sons in any distant country, and there 
for not only may parts become diseased, produce should get abroad a rumour that all foreigners who were 


a gradual increase of debility, and at length close | jn that place were apprehended by the civil authority 
mn death; but such also is the effect of too great: a. spies, and that it was past doubt they would all be 
exertion of the sensible powers, as to shrowd executed, you would not be surprised if this family 
the mind of the brightest genius in the sable) should call on you for information concerning the prob- 
curtains of night, to deprive reason of her em-. able truth of this rumour, especially if you had circu- 
pire, dash the scepire from her band, and leave | jated such a -report yourselves. 
the mind to float amidst the vagaries and flights: y ould youdo? The father and the mother come to 
of a disordered imagination. 


Riggs Mage . you with most sorrowful countenances, and ask you if 
? A oO ks aa 6) ave ¢ 2 ' . . . . 
Msgs - ak ition at anol know any thing concerning the report which has 
‘ by are ’ <1 filled them with such apprehensions? 
tration, and of wise calculation in all the affairs + 
and concerns of this world, the friendly social Unless you were assured of the 
ompanion, the charitab ig ', ba : et 
wien a rea dy = ae b cae enn Ses poor | fact beyond a doubt, would you endeavour to confirm 
an’s * ; . . ° ~ e ’ 
an sinateiinn . wit hs . se " af his par their minds in the truth of it? Suppose these parents 
dAaS! § } ; wers 0 is ine < . 
to the fj hts °. fe Aare ial ie Rina should ask you, if you had heard from the place where 
apg! >, ap Mn “5, their sons had gone, since they went there? If you 
systems of religion, which in his calm and candid | oe : 
doamtidialen idlaienlad velbteatle cl} bl “t] | had not, would you not honestly inform them that you 
s ges justly chargable with | , “ne f sate ol bes gctast 
inconsistency, and whieh .. ~ nai pf Sir eaten had heard nothing from that country since their chil- 
by 4 5 "7 5 « 4 . H 
tenets which are incomprehensible, and beyond | 


In- this cause what 


Would you not 
at once say, that you knew nothing of the matter, if 
; this were the truth ? 





dren left home? If they should ask you, whether it 


the reach of the most subtle genius to demon- | 
strate by the power of argument; we have seen 
and known men of understanding, yielding to 
blind fanaticism, falling headlong on the ground 
with wild and frantic distortion of feature and 
of body ; or purchasing indulgences, or the par- 
Kings have trembied before the | 


‘ ‘ 5 ito a state of inconceivable misery, where they must e- 
self created authority of a Pope, and in the most | hs Pet 


manner as this report represents, if you knew of no 
such thing, would you not say at once, you did not? 
You will easily perceive, Rev. Sirs, what [ mean; it 
is simply this: Do you know for certainty that ost of 
the children which those parents have lost by deith,who 
belong to your parishes and vicinities, are actually gone 





} 
‘ 
' 
{ 
| were customary in that country to treat foreigners in a! 


i The tromsas 


i tion. 


E. 


ceptance with God. This doctrine appears inconsis?. 
ent and absurd. 
a physician, who should give his patient a Certificate of 
health, without delivering him from his malady; or 
with an opulent man who should tell a person, in the 
depth of poverty, that he bad become rich, because the 
former bad imputed to him a large portion of his estate. 
It is evident, that in both the above cases no benefit 
can accrue. The sick mau is not healed, nor the poor 
man made wealthy. Personal righteousness, is as nec- 
essary to a righteous character, as personal bealth toa 
healthy man, or personal wealth toa rich man. It is 
plead, that Abraham’s faith was imputed to him fog 
righteousness ; but it should be remen bered, that this 
faith was as much the personal ect of Abraham as any 
thing he ever did. We do not know as the doctrine ig 
question is productive, generoily, of vicious habits, 
probably because internal priiciples hold an ascendan- 
>: otherwtss 


cv over absurd theori it can scurcely be 


considered in any other light than as a dangerous, de- 
i.oralizing doctruic. If your own righteousness cannot 


save you, and if, as is 


sometimes argu d, the wicked 
receive more pleasure on earth than the righteous, it 
seers that personal holiness is of no use here or here- 
after. With such views, might nota men naturally say 
to himeclf, b will cujoy the pleasures of sin bere, and 
for the future worid trust to ay in.puted righteousness? 


: A 
FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
ee 
Qerrr7 , Os ~ArR ae 
NICHOLS’ ACADEMY. 


Mir. Epirorn—t OTM fu ng, frou 


~* 





the insertion of the 
rOC direc he } rammetion of ‘ 7A 
proceecings at the late ¢Xammehon Of NICHOLS’ ACAD- 
EMY, Which appeared in your last numbcr, that your 
columps are open to litcrary, as we li as religious con- 
cerns; I take the hberty of requesting the publication 
of a few remarks, in relation to the above Institution. 


} 


tions which you have recorde Q, the profi- 


ciency of the students, and the good order which has 
distinguished them, during their continuance at school 
are, in themselves Considered, causes of great satisfac- 
But while reacing th 
involuntarily led into a train of thot eht, which could 
” said 


} to myselr, * the first fruits of benevolent exertion, the 


' 4 ’ : 
€ precsing accounis, | was 


not but produce some uueasiness. ‘Are these, 





ternally remain ? Can you go to these parents and inform 


mean and abject humility, held his stirrup while é : ; 
J ay [ them that you have heard from their children, through 


he mounted his horse, or kissed his tee in token | 
of submission. Princes and courtiers who could | 
divect the affairs of a nation or kingdom with a 





an undoubted medium of information, and that you 
have no doubt that they are in reality in this dreadful 


place?) Now as you are continually giving currency 


fair promise of future copious harvests? Or are they no 


lseed, scuttered where * t 
earth ?”? 


of this Institution to be raised, at: 


more than the small collections, produced froma little 
here is not much depth of 
Are our hopes of the permanent establishment 





musterly hand, have trembled before the man- 


ne ape’ eee ener eens means . nari - _ — 


date of an Ecclesiastic, and men of wisdom and 
knowledge in temporal things, have stooped to 
receive the dogmas of a bigoted enthusiast, and 
refused to exercise their reason and judgment, 
where it was most required. 

But who among the children of men can view 
without emotion,the son of sorrow and affliction. 
who once had stability of mind equal to another; 
the fire of whose genius, sparkled in bis eye, 
wiile it glanced over the scientific page, who 
could trace with pleasure the sentiments of a 
Locke onthe human understanding: with de- 
light pursue a Newton through the planetary 
system; trace the fine spun threads of philoso- 
phy, written by a Paley, and rest from his labor 
with divine composure under the spreading 
branches of the tree of life, supported by the 
eclestial promises of the gospel; but alas, fear- 
fuily and wonderfully made, too great exertion 
for the tender fibre to endure, or something un- 
known, in an unexpected moment dashed the 
mind from its centre, and threw the whole into 
confusion, leaving the once favoured genius the 
object of pity and commisseration, deprived of 
liberty, confined in the narrow grated cell, or 
hastening himself to another world? 


(CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.) 


to reports of this nature, concerning young people, who 
leave this morta! state, will you come fotward and state 
just what you know of the matter and then tell the 
people that they must Judge for themselves? You con- 
stantly hold forth, that unless a person be regenerated 
in this world, they must be forever miserable in the fu- 
ture state ; and you have no reason according to your 
own preaching, to believe that one quarter part of our 
sons and danghters, who are taken away under the age 
of twenty-five years, have been regenerated! What, 
and realize what you preach? You are earnestly re- 
quested to state what you know respecting this dread- 
jul doctr.ne, and if you are not positively certain that 
it is true, to be so good as to state every possible ground 
you have to doubt it. ‘This is demanded by the laws 
of humanity ; and your compliance will entitle you to 
many thanks from a PARENT, 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


awe 
IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

MAny honest christians have entertained the idea, 
that, having no righteousness, that can properly be call- 
ed their own, they can beconie righteous only by im- 
putation, that is, the perfect righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to them, and becomes the ground of their ac- 





Rev. Sirs, must be the feelings of parents if we believe | 


few quarterly ex- 


f amimations, as a pleasing preiude to more joyful and 


Justing realities? Or willthoy sink and expire, and 
jJeave us in the depth of diseppointment and mortificas 
' 


ition??? 


These questions cunnot, at present be answer 
! 


ed. Their decision must soon be made. Ht wil! short- 


ly be seen,whether the Institution will be supported and 
mace to flourish, or suffered to fall, languish and die. 
Which of these events takes place oust be determined 
by the professed friends of the Institution. ‘The Socie- 
| ties of Universalists in New England, have by their own 
voluntary, solemn act taken Chis Institution uncer their 
patronage; they have pledged themselves to afford it 
all reasonable support, and even prescribed the mea- 
sures by which that support shall be produced. These 
I find it difficult to be- 


lieve that our societies, respectable as they have be- 


reflections are very gratify ing. 


come at this period, will suffer this important estublish- 
ment to sink for want of assistance. Let them remem- 
ber, that one munificent individual has given the build- 
ing and land, for the promotion of the noble object of 
our common regard ; that three societies have already 
contributed generously towards it. Let them not hes- 
itate to advance some aid, because they feel unebie to 
bestow large donations. The many small iter.s, which 
might, undoubtedly be collected, without impoverish- 
ment or inconvenience to the giver, would form a con- 
siderable fund. ** Every man according to his several 





It will compare with the conduct of 
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wand that God 


bility” isthe evangelical maxim, and a practice, found- 
ed upon it, would, in the present case, ensure success 
It 
is earnestly hoped that our brethren will * think on 
the "7 


ess to do, that in them is **any virtue, any praise.””— 


and respe ctability to the great object of our wishes. 


¢ things, espec rr ly if they believe, as they pro- 
‘Then, if those who first projected this Institution, * went 
forth weeping,’ with fears and discouragement, they 
No find that ** their | 


wi bor was not in vain; they will 


‘rclurm agaim rejoicing, bringing their *.eaves with 
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Christ. 


racterises their arguments ? 


Did Christ ever manifest the spirit which cha- 
Or does his spirit now, in 


misery of their fellow creatures? 
tended by any. Then it is plain that the spirit of Christ 
is in favour of universal salvation ; and if so, all the 
arguments which are brought against it are evidences 


of a different spirit, and go to prove that those who urge 
such arguments, and manifest a disposition accordingly, 
have not the spirit of Christ, and therefore are none of 








tien.” PIILO ACADEMICUS, 
tenes eat 
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DOCTRINE, 

Ir ceems. by reading the notions of diferent denom-, 
‘nations of christians, that they are generally agreed in 
ile opinion that an error in doctrine must subject the 
profe ssor of it to eve rlasting destruction in the future 
state. On account of this opinion have the persecutions 
of pest ages been extended to that extreme of cruelty, 
which has cast such a dark shade over the history of 


hurch. This opinion, even to this day, and among 


the + 
us igs the 
of disfellowship among professors of 
And indeed, while this opinion shall exist no 


oceasion of exclusions from communions, and 


the religion of 


Jesus. 


reacouable expectation can be entertained of its evil 


! 
ress 


; for if we believe that 


le 


ing any 


conscquences b 


our beavenly Father will eternally exclude from his 


favour all those whose bonest tenets of faith may em- 
brace some errors, it is perfectly consistent that such, 
belief should lead us to exclude one another from what | 


we ore pleased to cal) christian fellowship. Wiy should 
n earth treat those who believe in error any bet- 


saint 
er than they believe God will treat them in eternity 
As our blessed Redeenier said; ** Let both grow to- 


t! so it seems that thus 


j : . , $9 
uli the tune of harvest, 


in the church until its evil conse- 


gether 


error h 
quences have fully shown that it is tare und not wheat. 





s continued 


To assist those who may still hold to this opinion, In | 
bringing it to a fir tri i, according to their other opin- 


we suggest the judgment recorded in the 25th 


ions, 
of Matthew. 
last and final judgment ; the judgment which makes the | 


‘This judgment is ge verally called the 


final decision and dooms the siuner to endless torments. ; 
Now the question is this, Is it said, depart from me ye | 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared tor the devi} and 
his angels; for when the doctrine of particular election 
and reprobation was clearly and solemnly stated, you, 
believed it not? Or when you were told that the of-| 
fers of salvation were to all, and that it was submitted | 
to you whether you would be saints in’ heaven hereal- | 
ter and to all eteasnity, or devils in endless torment, you | 


did not cordially receive the testimony 2? Or when you! 


were told that there is three persons im the Goduead, 


you said you did not read of this in the scriptures and 
therefore could it? Or when you were 
threatened with everlasting damnation, because you, 
believed that the Saviour tasted death for every man, | 

| 


not beiieve 


all 


some unto the knowledge of the truth, you still per- 


will have men to be saved, and to 


10d H 
Though we do not betieve that this judgment | 


sisted in believing mm God’s universal, impartial ¢ 
ness? 
has any allusion to a future state, yet those who think 
it has, ought to consider that the different tenets of 
faith are not there called in question. 





REPLY 
To a request from our correspondent in Marblehead, 
See Romans viii. 9. ** Now if 


any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his.” 


inserted on page 143. 


TuHoses of our brethren, who quote this pussage with 
a design to strengtiien their arguments against the final 
salvation of all men, shonld be called on to consider 


carefully the holy dictates and desires of the spirit of 





| HIS in several other senses. 
, therefore they are his objects of love, for he loves his | 
‘enemies, and prays, ** Father forgive them, for they | 


it 
i; & 


' sects of the unlimited power and goodness of the divine 


pears to me that those whici tuterveae between the Ist 


acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Being. ] 


} ? » ° . 
extended, rendered all the human family the subjects 


| particularly the 20th ver, * The soul that sinneth it 


this. That is, they are none of his disciples. They are | 


They are his enemies, and } 


now not what they do.” But those of whom we have 
here spoken are not the only ones who have not the | 
spirit of ‘christ, and who, therefore, are not his disci- 
ples. Those who profess to be Universalists, who be- | 
lieve that Jesus gave himself a ransom for all to be tes- 
tified in due time, may possibly be of the character of 
those who called Jesus Lord,but did not the things which 
he commanded. Such are not the disciples of Christ. 
But they are his enemies, and they are his objects of 
love, for be loves his enemies. In a scripture sense all 
men are Christ’s., See Psalm ti. 8, ** Ask of Pme, and | 
shall give thee the heathen for thine, inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” — 
Again, John iii. 35, ** The Father loveth the son, and 
hath given all things into his hands.” The manifest 
design of this grant or gift of all mankind to Christ is, 
that he may finally bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth, to the knowledge of God, whom to know is life 
eternal; but until men are reconciled to God bythe 


grace of the Redeemer, they are not his disciples, 





A REPLY 
TO *.4 SEARCHER AFTER TRUTH.” 
(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 143.) 


Dear Sirn,—After offering what I have, on the sub- 
Being, and again looking over your questions, it ap- 


and 7th, are either answered in what has already been 
written in reply, or are such as necessarily answer 
themselves, or are at least questions about which 
there can be no difference of opinion among people who 


propose, ther fore, to notice in the next place your 7th 
Did the transgres- 


~ bF 


question, which is the following ; 
sion of Adam spread among all the human family, and 
render them all the subjects of divine displeasure ??— 


those who are led by it, lead them to desire the eternal, 
Yhis will not be pre-| under his wrath and curse, and were made liable to the 





This question involves two, the first inquires if the 
transgression of Adam spread among all the human fam- 
ily? And the second, whether this transgression, thus 
of the divine displeasure? 

‘To the first of these questions there seems to be a re- 
ply in Rom. v. 12. ** Wherefore, as by one man sin en- 
tered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
1. The 


opinion that al] Adum’s posterity was condemned be- 


passed upon all men, for that ail have sinnec 


cause of his pe rsonal transgression is a sentiment not 
only dissimilar to the one here expressed by the Apos 
tle, but it is directly hostile to the express declarations 
of divine revelation elsewhere. See Ezekiel 18th chap. 
shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 


son; the righteousness of the mghteous shall be upon 


- 


al 


] 


| the mercitul account of God's kind dealings with them 


after transgression, Our creed besure informs us that 
all mankind by the fall, lost communion with God, fell 


miseries of this life, to death itself, and to the pains of 


‘hell forever; but we read of no such thing in the scrip- 


tures. 

Your 8th question in the counterpart of the 7th; 
** Was the righteousness of Christ as extensive as the 
sinof Adam?” St. Paulin the 5th of Romans, has: 
drawn a parallel between Adam and Christ, the amount 
of which is expressed in the 18th verse; ** Therefore, 
as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one, 
all men unto justification of 
life.” Perhaps you will ask, if this passage does not 
suppose that Adam’s sin was imputed to his offépring, 
and that the obedience of Christ was equally so imput- 
ed; so that those who never actually committed sin 
were condemned for what Adam did, and those who 
do not actually obey, but live in sin, are justified on 
account of what Christ did? This we think would be 
straining the passage beyond its true sense, when taken 
in its connexion ; for we have already seen that the 
Apostle says; ‘* And so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned.” It seems more reasonable to 
suppose that the Apostle here takes into view all man- 
kin’! in two constitutions. First in the earthy nature, 
which he denominates Adam,and secondly in the heavy- 
enly nature, which is the Lord from heaven. This sub- 
ject is rendered plain in 1 Cor. xv. where a similar par- 
allel is drawn to this in the 5th of Romans, See verse 
45, &c. “ And so it is written, the first man Adam was 
made a living seul, the last man Adam was made a 
quickening spirit—The first man is of the earth earthy, 
the second man is the Lord from heaven—And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly.” It appears plain, that we 
are not condemned in the earthy Adam until we bear 
the image of this earthy man; nor are we justified in 
the second Adam, uatil we bear the image of Christ. 
There is, besure, a sense in which God calls those 
things which are not gs though they were.’ For what- 
ever is in his divine purpose is as certain to take place, 
as if it were now in being. 

Your questions close as follows; ‘Is religion good, 
is it easily obtained, and how it is obtained?” Reply: 
Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father 
is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic- 
tion, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.— 
if religion were some mysterious, miraculous thing, as 
some would have it to be, it being placed out of our 
power, and beyond the reach of human exertions, it 


the free gift came upon 


} would seem that we had nothing to do in the matter.— 


But, ‘he hath showed thee, O man, what is good ; 

and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do jus- . 

tice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.” 
ELIZA W——S LETTER, 

As we feel it to be a duty, which we owe to our rea- 
ders, to give them such information as comes within our 
knowledge concerning the letter of Eliza W—, we here 
insert a certificate sent from Rev. Ropert'L. KinLam 
of Marlboroagh, Mass. 

MARLBOROUGH, Marcu 7, 1820. 

Brother Ballou,—The letter which was published in 
the Gospel Visitant, vol. 3d, No. 2, was, with a little 
variation, in the grammatical construction of@ few sen- 
tences, (which altered not the meaningythe same as 
the copy from the original. 

Yours Affectionately. 


ROBERT L. KILLAM. 








him, and the wickedness of the wicked shull be upon 
him.? 

To the second of these questions we may reply, that 
in room of all the human family’s being the subject of 
the divine displeasure, in consequence of Adams trans- 
gression, not even Aden himself, nor yet Eve, who was 
in the transgression, was the subjects of divine displea- 


sure. This any one may be convinced of by reading 





icp THIS DAY PUBLISHED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OPFICE—PRICE 12 1-2 CENT 
A >ERMGON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
sulist Meeting House, in this town, on the evening of 
las! Sabbaih, March 12, 10c0—by the Rev. Hi. Batlou 
pestor.— ext, Fphesians, v. 25, 26, '27, ** Hiusbands 
love your wives,even as Christ also loved the church, &c. . 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ACROSTIC. 
JUST, meck and lowly were thy ways 
On earth; thy sentiments the same ; 
Heav’n blest thy labors, and thy days, 
Nor do we slight thy rev’rend name. 


May no far distant ages prove 

Ungrateful to thy memory dear, 

Recorded in these hearts of love, 

Remain thy gracious maxims here. 

And though thy body’s low in dust, 

Yet lives thy spirit with the just. M. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


new 


PRAYER. 


MAY that kind wisdom, whose bright eye 
Sees through events, and knows their end, 
Whose tender mercies never die, 
To my weak heart his favor lend. 


Give me to feel as Jesus pray’d, 

When on the cross he bleeding hung, 
When all his foes their wrath display’d, 
And with their spite his bosom stung. 


*Till death he lov’d his foes, and said, 
Father, forgive ; then groan’d and di’d ; 
And when arisen from the dead, 

His mercy to their souls apply’d. 


For such a heart and such a love, 

Kind Lord I raise my soul to thee ; 

O pour thy spirit from above, 

That I may like my Saviour be. B. 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


awn § 


FRAGMENT, FounD IN A SKELETON CASE, 


BEHOLD this ruin! *twas a skull 
Once of etherial spirit full! 
This narrow cell was life’s retreat ; 
This space was thought’s mysterious seat! 
What beauteous pictures fill’d this spot; 
What dreams of pleasure, long forgot. 
Nor love, nor joy, nor hope, nor fear, 
Has left one trace on record here! 


Beneath this mouldering canopy 
Once shone the bright and busy eye ; 
But start not at the dismal void !— 
If social love that eye employ’d, 
If with no lawless fire it gleam’d, 
But through the dew of kindness beam’d, 
That eye shall be forever bright, 
When stars and suns have lost their light. 


Here, in this silent eavern, hung 
The ready swift and tuneful tongue ; 
if falsehood’s honey it disdain’d, 
And, where it could not praise, was chain’d; 
If bold in virtue’s cause it spoke, 
Yet gentle concord never broke, 
That tuneful tongue shall plead for thee, 
When death unveils eternity. 


Say, did those fingers delve the mine, 

Or with its envied rubies shine ? 

To hew the rock, or wear the gem, 

Can nothing now avail to them ; 

hut if the page of truth they sought, 

'r comfort to the mourner bronght, 
“hose hands, a richer meed, shall claim 

‘han all that waits on wealth and fame. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Avails it whether bare or shod 
Those feet, the path of duty, trod ? 
If grandeur’s guilty bribe they spurn’d, 
And home to virtue’s lap return’d, 
These feet with angel’s wings shal] vie, 
And tread the palace of the sky. 
| London Paper. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


“nr 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian. 


* 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 144, 


position, that this passage has any allusion to the state 
of man after the death of the body. But are there no 
other passages which were designed to speak, of the 
immediate state of man after death? It seems remurk- 
ably strange, and indeed nnaccountable that our learn- 
ed doctors, and pious divines should hold up this idea 
in all their writings and in their sermons, unless they 
have scripture authority for so doing. Do be so good, 
sir, as to recollect if you can, some other passage which 
they usually recite as evidence that there is no altera- 
tion in the moral state of man at death; that he is ne- 
cessarily in the same state after death as before, and 
that there can be no change. 

Unz. | must acknowledge, my dear brother, that 
what you say is very just. It certainly appears unac- 
countable that our divines should dwellso a:uch on such 
an important subject, resort to it as to a fact just as well 
kuown as it is that mortal man must die, always bring 
the minds of their hearers to it, as to a fixed principle 
from which,or to which it is safe to arosne.and according 
to which every other question must be decided, when 
after all this, there is no scripture authority for the sup- 
port of it. Nor will it appear less unaccountable why 
they should recite those passages, which they co, in 
support of the opinion in question. [| would not insin- 
uate that they ever quote any passege with a view 
prove this point, for they never allow thet any proof is 
relative to 


4 
if) 


necessary ; all they mention any text fr, 


this subject is only to bring it to mind. It is sometimes 


the case, and I believe not unfrequent, after the prea- 
cher pronounces, in a most solemn tone of voice, ** As 
the tree falls so it lies, as death leaves us so judgment 
must find us.” that he adds, ** there is no work nor de- 
vice in the grave, to which we are all hastening.” As 
| just said, these words are not cited to prove any thing, 
but only to bring to mind what is so well known as, in 
the opinion of the preacher, to need vo proof. Now il 
we examine with the least caution, the passage which 
speaks of no work nor device in the grave, in its con 
hexion, we shall see that the writer had no such thing 
in mind as have our preachers, when they refer to this 
text.—Ecel, ix. 2—10. 
this author, as long as they will not allow the truth of 
this testimony? He says; ** For the living know that 
they shall die ; but the dead know not any thing. Nei- 
ther have they any more a reward; for the memory of 
them is forgotten.” 
contradiction, that dead people know vastly more ther 
they did before they died; and that, in room of ther: 
having no more a reward, their reward then begins an 


Why do our preachers quot 


Our preachers assert, in direct 


never ends! Solomon, in the foregoing passage, fur- 
ther adds; ‘** Also their love, and their hatred, and thei 
envy are now perished.”? Our preachers assert the con- 
trary of all this, and contend that people continue alf- 
ter death, the same love, the same hatred, and the 
same envy as exercised their hearts in life, to all eter- 
nity. See the immediate connexion of the words so 
generally cited to prove that the state of man hereafter 
remains the same as in this life ; ‘* Live joyfully 
with the wife whom thou lovestall the days of thy 
vanity, which he hath given thee ander the sun, all the 
days of thy venity ; for this is thy portion in this life, 
and in thy labour which thou takest under the sun.— 
Whatsoever thy hand dindeth to do, do it with all thy 





Lim. Truly, sir, | can see no just reason for the sup-} 
this passage has given us some proof of a derangment of 


———. 





nor wisdom in the grave whither thou goest.” Does 
this passage indicate that the state of man after death 
is the same as before? Is there no work nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom before death? It is truly 
unaccountable why our preachers ever thought of quot. 
ing these words in support of their opinion concerning 
the state of the dead. If the dead know not any thing, 
if they have no wisdom, are capable of no device, are 
they capable of being happy, or miserable? Cana be- 
ing, if such a being could exist, that knows nothing, be 
either happy or miserable? Can such a being be either 
righteous, or sinful, or canhe be partly both as men 
are in this mortal state? Dr. Watts in his Hymn on 
mind ; He says ; 

** Life is the time to serve the Lord, 

The time t ensure the great reward ; 

And while the Jamp holds out to burn, 

The vilest sinner may return 

Life is the hour that God has given 

To ‘scape from hell and fly to heaven; 

The day of grace, and mortals may 

Secure the blessings of the day.” 

If the sentiment expressed in these lines was the Dr's 
real opinion, it is certain thet he believed that the great 
reward of heaven could be obtained by the vilest sin- 
ner any time while the lemp of life continued to burn. 
And it is evident, that he places salvation on the merit 
of good works. Now let us com:pore with this what he 
writes on a passage in Romans ix. which speaks of the 
potter and the clay. 

** Behold the potter and the cley! 

Ile forms the vessels as be please . 
Such is our God, and such are we, 

The subjects of his just decrees. 

Doth not the workman’s power extend 
O’er ell the mass which part to choase, 
And mould it for a nobler end, 

And which to leave for viler use? 

May not the sovereign Lord on high, 
Dispense his favours as he will; ; 





Choose some to life, while others die, 
And yet be just and gracious stil] 2°’ 

According to the sentiment here expressed, tlose 
who were moulded “for anobler end” could not fail 
into the situation of those who were left “‘ for viler use.” 
Nor is it possible for those who are left, by the sove- 
reign will of God, * for viler use,” to mould themselves 
** for a nobler end.” 

Again, on the passage in Ecclesiastes, the Dr. says: 

** The living know that they must die, 
But all the dead forgotten lie? 

Their memory and their sense is gone, 
Alike unknowing and unknown.” 

Here he speaks in exact conformity to the words of 
the passage on which he wrote, but before he ends, he 
says— 

‘There are no acts of pardon past 
In the cold grave to which we haste; 
But darkness, death, aad long despair 
Reign in eternal silence there.”’ 

How could the poet think that people in a situation 
in which they neither know, nor are known should need 
ucts of pardon, or be in long despair? Such are the 
vild and contradictory notions of our divines on the 
subject of the state of man after death. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 








FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 

FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short bis- 
tory of the Anthor’s Life. —By SaLmMon Dutton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
plia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. by 
Rev. Abner Koceland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 
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